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LAW CASE. present, Edward Smith, Jacob Thonias, Thomas Guire, 
_ and Robert M‘Affee; Mr. Guire presented the memorial 
SUPREME COURT. of sundry inhabitants complaining of: certain abuses 
Commonwealth vs. James M‘Claskey, John Paisley, practised at the election held on the 20th March, which 
and David Farreil. being read, on motion, it was resolved, that on the 13th 

Turs was a rule to show cause, why a writ of quo 


wt they would inquire into the abuses complained of 
inthe memorial. And onthe 13th, havin vi 
warranto should not be issued to show by what author- given notice to M pec i : hd ne meee 
ity the respondents acted as commissioners of the Town- | they did inquire, set aside the election, and ordered a 
ship of Moyamensing in the county of Philadelphia.— | new election to be held the 23d of April, which result- 
The case was fully argued by Josiah Randall, and Pe- | eq in the election of James Ronaldson, Robert ‘Thorn- 
ter A. Browne for the relators, and F, A. Raybold, G. ton, and Samuel Baker, whose election was approved of 
M. Dallas, and Horace Binney, for the respondents.— | }y the four commissioners above stated. 

The opinion of the Court was delivered by Justice | “pyis js an application in the case of a public corpora- 
Roerns. Justice Huston delivered a written opinion | tion for a rule to show cause by what authority the res- 
dissenting from that of the court; and the Chief Justice, pondents claim to exercise the duties of commissioners 
Ginsow, delivered a verbal opinion, stating the ground } of the Township of Moyamensing. The question arises 
upen which he differed from both the opinions pre- | 5» the third and fifth sections of the act of the 24th 
viously delivered. The following is the opinion deliv- | ygaych, 1812, entitled an act to incorporate the Town- 
ered by Justice Koe:ns, in which Justices Top and 

Sirk concurred: 


ship of Moyamensing in Philadelphia county, 
From the facts which have been disclosed, it is appa- 
The 20th March, 1829, the respondents were elected | rent that the approval of the election of the respond- 
to serve fur three years as commissioners of the Town- | ents depends altogether on their own yotes, and that 
ship of Moyamensing. It appearing at the close of the | independent of that vote, there has not been that con- 
polls that they had the highest number of votes, and | firmation of the election which is required by the act of 
the judges having given them notice of their election, | incorporation. The inquiry willthen be, to which all 
on the 2d April, 1829, they toek the oath of office. The | others are in some measure subordinate, whether the 
judges, in pursuance of the second section of the act of | act authorizes this proceeding on the part of the com- 
incorporation, returned the respondents as duly elect- | missioners elect; whether each of these who have been 
ed, Before the meeting of the commissioncrs, which is | returned elected, are entitled to judge of their own 
directed to be on the first Monday in April, a memori- | election, with full power and authority to approve 
al, respectful in its terms, was prepared and signed by | thereof. 
a number of the legal voters of the Township, alleging | It will be conceded that when it can be avoided, no 
that sundry abuses were practised and many votes ta-} man should be permitted to decide his own cause, nor 
ken of persons who were not citizens qualified to vote | can I perceive much difference, when heis called on to 
for members of the General Assembly, and praying that | determine his right to an office of profit, or one of trust, 
the abuses may be inquired into according to law, and | accompanied as this is with extensive patronage. The 
they annexed to the memorial evidence of the illegality | temptation to an abuse of the trust isas great in the one 
of three votes. At the time appointed for the meeting | case as the other, and is such, that no prudent legisla- 
of the commissioners, viz: the Sd Monday of Apri!; pre- | ture would intrust such a power to any person, unless in 
sent, Edward Smith, Jacob Thomas, Robert M‘Affee, | cases of necessity; and when such necessity, in the opin- 
Samuel Bell, George Kirkpatrick, commissioners, and | ion of the legislature, exists, the grant of the power 
the respondents John Paisley, James M'Claskey, and | would, we should be led to suppose, be expressed in 
David Farrell, commissioners elect. Edward Smith sta- | such clear, unequivocal terms, as to leave room for nei- 
ted that he wished to lay before the board a remon- | ther doubtnorcavil. In England, itis said, that eveu 
strance contesting the election. The remonstrance was | sn act of parliament, made against ritwal equity, as to 
not suffered to be read, nor was any vote taken on if, make a judge in his own case, is void in itself; for, as it 
but it was ordered to lie on the table by George Kirk- | is expressed, jure natura, sunt emmitabilu, and they are 
patrick, who had been elected president protem. The | legis legem. Davy vs. Savadge, 1 yol. 87, and in 12 
returns of the election were then read, when itappear- | Mod. [If an act of parliament should ordain that the 
ed that John Paisley had 217, James M‘Claskey had | same person should be party and judge, or which is the 
155, and David Farrell 150 votes. There is then this | same thing, judge of his own cause, it would be a void 
entry on the minutes: Adopted by a majority of the | act of parliament; for it is impossible, say the court, that 
board, which, although informal, amounts in substance | one should be judge and party, for the judgeis to deter« 
to an approval of the election of the respondents. Ed- | mine between party and party, or between the govern- 
ward Smith, Jacob Thomas, and Robert M‘Affee were | mentand a party. And our own courts appear equally 
opposed to the approval. The oath of office of the com- | averse to the introduction of such a principle. 
missioners elect was then read, together with a notice An. act ef the legislature, says Judge Chase, in Col- 
of their election. The board, viz. the commissioners | den and wife vs. Bull,3 Dal. 386, contrary to the great 
elect, and two of the commissioners of the old board, | first principles of the social compact, cannot be consid- 
went into an election for president and other officers, | ered a rightful exercise of legislative authority. The 
Jacob Thomas, Edward Smith, and Robert M‘Affee, re- | obligation of a law in governments established on ex- 
fusing to take any part inthe proceeding. ‘The 10th of | pressed compact and on republican principles, must be 
Pe SN a special meeting of the commissioners, | determined on the nature of the power on which it is 
OL. V. 19 
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founded. A law that punished a citizen for an énnocent 
action, or in other words, for an act which, when done, 
was in violation of no existing law; a law that destroys 
or impairs the lawful private contracts of citizens; a law 
that makes a man a judge in his own cause; or a law that 
takes property from A. and gives itto B.* K is against 
all reason for a people to intrust a legislature with such 
powers, and therefore it cannot be presumed they have 
done it. The genius, the nature, and the spirit of our 
state governments amounts to a prohibition of such acts 
of legislation, and the general principles of law and rea- 
son forbid them. To maintain that our federal or state 
legislatures possess such powers if they had not been ex- 
pressly restrained, would be a political heresy, altogeth- 
er inadmissible in a republican government. To these 
high and imposing authorities, I may add the opinion of 
the present chief justice in the Commonwealth ys. 
Woclper, see 3 S. and R. 43, which it is a mistake to 
suppose was overruled or contradicted by the other 
members of the court. 

In this view, the right of the legislature to pass a law 
making a mana judge in his own cause, struck the ju- 
dicial mind in England, and in this country, and partic- 
ularly the powerful intellect of Justice Chase. _ Altho’ 
i fully accede to the general principles of that distin. 
guished jurist, yet I should certainly pause before I 
would carry them to the extent he seems willing to go. 
if the Legislature should pass a law in plain, unequivo- 
cal, and explicit terms, within the general scope of their 
constitutional powers, I know of no authority in the gov- 
ernment, to pronounce such an act void, merely be- 
cause, in the opinion of the judicial tribunals,it was con- 
trary to the principles of natural justice. For this would 
be vesting in the court a latitudinarian authority, which 
might be abused, and would necessarily lead to colli- 
sions, dangerous to the well being of society. Ideas of 
natural justice, are regulated by no certain or fixed 
standard, so that the ablest and purest minds might 
sometimes differ with respect to it. Besides, necessity 
dispenses with these general principles, and the Legis- 
lature must be the judges, when the necessity exists, 
where the exigencies of society require the investment 
of such extraordinary powers. It must undoubtedly 
rest intheir wisdom to determine when the public wel- 
fare, to which all else must be subservient, requires the 
assumption of such principles. Whilst then, I in some 
measure disclaim the doctrines of that eminent man, 
whose abilities, I believe, have never been doubted, 
yet the court have a right tu claim the benefits of anoth- 
er principle of construction. Unless the words of the 
act be plain and explicit, the court is bound in decen- 
cy to conclude that the legislature had no intention to 
violate the principles of equity, or without necessity to 
contravene the first principles of the social compact.— 
That as it is against reason and justice, and the fruitful 
source of faction, corruption, and abuse, that a party 
should judge hisown case, it is not to be presumed, 
but directly the contrary, that the Legislature have in- 
vested the respondents with such extraordinary pow- 
ers. 

i have looked in vain into the third section, which has 
been mainly relied on by the respondents, for any ex- 
press words, er necessary implication, authorizing the 
commissioners elect, each in his own case, to examine 
and judge of the election. The Legislature had in view 
the original organization of the corporation, and its con- 
tinuance, by the election of three members each year 
to supply vacancies occasioned by the rotatory princi- 
ples provided by the act. Hence, an ambiguity has 
arisen in the phraseology of the act, from not accurate- 
ly distinguishing the manner of proceeding at these pe- 
riods, which are so essentially different, From necessity 
at the organization they may be permitted to verify their 
own powers, and even perhaps without the sanction of 
an oath, but even then this may be done without viola- 
ting a principle of American, as well as English juris- 
prudence, founded in natural equity, and laid down by 
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eminent jurists,as an acknowledged principle of univer- 
sal law. Each one must be permitted to vote in the case 
of his fellows, but not in hisown. The election of one 
of the nine, might be well questioned without interfe- 
ring with the rights of the others. ; . 

After the corporation has been called into being, no 
necessity can ever be pretended, as then there are per- 
sons acting under the sanction of an oath, competent to 
decide upon the conflicting claims to a seat as members 
of the board. 

The third section provides, that the nine persons who 
shall, at the next election, to be held in pursuance of 
this act, have the highest number of votes, for the office 
of Commissioners, kc. on the first Monday in April 
next following the election; and the three persons who 
shall, at every subsequent election, have the highest 
number of votes for the said office of Commissioners, to- 
gether with the six Commissioners, whose time shall not 
have expired, shall meet together, at such place as shall 
be legally appointed, &c. on the first Monday in April 
next follewing each and every election, to be held in 
pursuance of the act; and shall then and there receive 
the said returns of Commissioners elect, and shall forth- 
with proceed to examine the same, and to judge and de- 
termine thereon; and for that purpose the commission- 
ers so met, or a majority of them, shall be judges of the 
said election, and shall have full power and authority to 
approve thereof, or to set aside the same, and to order 
new elections, as the law may require, to be held in the 
manner herein before directed, and at such times as 
shall be by them appointed, &c. : 

The fixing a particular day for the meeting of the 
commissioners and the commissioners elect, is ne- 
cessary, because, in case there should be no dispute, 
they would be in attendance and in readiness to enter 
upon the discharge of the duties of the office; and in 
point of view it was a prudent precaution. As the scru- 
tiny is usually made at the polls, the examination of the 
returns and the approval of the election is, ina great 
majority of cases, a mere matter of form. But when 
there is reason to believe that the return member has 
not been duly elected, it becomes a different affair.— 
Then another and a more careful scrutiny takes place, 
before a tribunal, on whom devolves a most important 
duty, to examine, judge, approve, or set aside the elec- 
tion. The act says, and fur that purpose the said com- 
missioners so met, or a majority of them, shall be judg- 
es of the said election: That is to say, for the purpose 
of examining and judging, the commissioners shall be 
the proper tribunal. What, then, do the legislature 
mean by the terms, the commissioners so met’ In my 
judgment, they intend to designate commissioners in 
the strict and legal sense of the word. Who, then, isa 
commissioner? A person cannot be considered as such 
until he is duly qualified to perform all the duties of the 
office. And this can only be when he has been elect- 
ed, returned, and his election approved, and when he 
has duly taken the oath of office. The commissioners 
so met, means the commissioners whese time has not 
expired, in exclusion of the commissioners elect. And 
in aid of this idea it would seem the legislature have dis- 
criminated, although not in very plain terms, between 
commissioners and commissioners elect. If the legisla- 
ture intended otherwise, it would have been very easy 
to have expressed their meaning in such precise and 
definite terms, as te have avoided all difficulty. Not 
having done so, we feel ourselves at liberty, nay, bound 
in common decency, to suppose they did wish to be se 
understood. We are authorized to believe they did 
not intend to contravene a principle which has been 
deemed, by the most eminent jurists, as contrary to 
natural equity, and the first principles of the social com- 
pact. On the contrary supposition, the approval of the 
election would be a mockery, as we could not suppose, 
particularly with the knowledge of the facts which have 
been disclosed, that an interested party, under the in- 
fluence of irritated and party feelings, could bring to 
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the examination that impartiality which is necessary to } er been permitted, or evenclaimed. The nearest they 
a correct and proper decision. We exclude a juror or | have ever gone to it in congress was when return mem- 
witness when he }s interested, and much more so ought | bers voted ona principle on which their own election 
we to guard from pollution the determination of the depended, a case entirely different from this, and the 
most sacred right, the repubiican principle which has | prepriety of which might be well questioned. At any 
been engrafted into this act, that it is the majority of le- | rate, I feel but little respect for a decision which comes 
gal voters who shall confer the office. | in such a questionable shape. 
if the question then depend entirely on the third sec-| However this may be, we know this cannot occur in 
tion, | should say the commissioners elect had no right | our state legislature; for by the act of 29th September, 
to vote, when their own election was in dispute. | 1797, upon a petition signed by twenty qualified elec- 
_ But this is rendered still more plain by the fifth sec- | tors, complaining of an undue election, being presented 
tion, wbin Torre are on and ory ares to anew or ae o eens they — a 
sioner who sha e elected and returned, and whose | committee, appointed by lot, in the manner pointed out 
election shall be approved in manner aforesaid, shall, | by the act, to determine the contested election, whose 
before he ere on ba execution of his said office, be | report, when entered on the journals, is final and con- 
sworn or affirmed before some justice of the peace of | clusive. And so far from the person whose election is 
the county, well and faithfully to execute the office of | contested being entitled to vote, the return member 
commissioner of the said township, and shall thereupon, | and the candidate next highest in vote, are made parties 
without any further or other commission, enter upon the | in the trial. We must therefore seek in vain for any 
duties thereof, and shall hold and exercise the same for | analogy to the present proceeding in the constitution of 
the term for which he shall have been elected as afore- the United States and of this state, and the practice 
said.” -F | which has ebtained in congress and our state legisla- 
The oath of office was administered to the respond- | ture. 





ents before the election was approved, and even before | 
the return of the election, although after they had re-. 


ceived notice of the election from the judges. 1 donot 
perceive why the justice might not as well have sworn 
them in when they were put in nomination, on the 
ground ofthe certainty of their election, and the pre- 
sumptien that the election would be approved. _ It 


The respondents have relied on several acts of Assem- 
| bly, wherein they state similar powers haye been con- 
| ferred by the legislature. Ifthe acts of assembly are 
| the same as in the incerporation of the district of South- 

wark and the Northern Liberties, it proves nothing 
more than that our decision may affect more than the 


| township of Moyamensing, and is of course, as we are 


would no more have been a violation of the letter, and | well aware, an important question. They however shed 
I believe the spirit of the act, in the one case than in the | no light on the construction of the act, unless the coun- 
other. ‘The section provides, that the commissioners | sel hac, in addition, shown an adjudgment in accordance 
shall be elected, and returned, and approved, and then | with the rule for which they contend. If ditferent, 1 can- 
sworn. Anc this is the natural order of proceeding.— | not perceive they are entitled to the slightest weight. 
First we have the election, then the judge’s return, the | It will however be seen by reference to those acts, that 
highest in vote; after which, the legal tribunal approves | the legislature have not even in terms departed from 
or sets aside the election; and if the election be approv- | the principles which I have advocated. That the pro- 
ed, then, and not until then, the person who has been | visions of the act may not be ineffectual, they have 
elected, returned, and approved of, shall be sworn well | made them judges of their own election. The legisla- 
and faithfully to execute the office of commissioner of | ture by no means say that a member of council shall or 
the township, and shall thereupon, (that is to say, after | may vote when his own election is contested, but that 
his election shall have been confirmed, ) without any | common councilmen, ora majority of them, shall be 
further or other commission, enter upon the duty of his | judges of their own election, a principle similar to that 
office. | which has been introduced into the constitution of 
But what are the duties of the office? The first duty | the United States and this state. Ifthen the right of 

a commissioner has to perform on the meeting of the | one, or two, or more, was disputed, it would be very 
board the third Monday in April in every year, is to ex- | clear to me that the interested party could not interfere 
amine, to judge and determine onthe election of such | inthe decision. And even ifthe election of the whole 
members as may be returned by the judges to supply | of them was disputed, they might, and I think ought; as 
the vacancies in the board. | in the case to which I have alluded, vote on the princi- 
If then Iam right in supposing that the cath ought | ple without each one voting directly in his own case, 
not to be administered to the commissioners elect, un- | and even this could only be justified on the plea of ne- 
til their election be confirmed, it is a strong argument | cessity, to prevent a failure of the act of incorporation. 
to show that the legislature did not intend that they |} For a man to censtitute himselfa judge in his own.cause 
should take any part in the inquiry, when it ceases to | is-indelicate and indecent. It is not necessary to pre- 
be a matter of form, and becomes matter of substance, | vent a failure of the corporation, nor is it either the spirit 
by the presentation of a respectful memorial complain- | or word of the act which gives the decision to the coun- 


ing of anundue election. Surely, it was not contem- 
plated that some should act with oath, and others with- 
out oath, and that those whe had nut been sworn should 
be the persons who were interested in the decision.— 
When the respondents claim the privilege ef voting, it 
is reasonable to object that they cannot vote without 
having taken the oath, and that the oath cannot be law- 
fully administered until the approval of the election by 
the tribunal legally constituted for that purpose. 

The constitution of the United States prescribes that 
each house shall judge of the elections, returns, and 
qualifications of its own members. The constitution of 
Pennsylvania, that each house shall judge of the quali- 
fications of its members. ‘The right of determination is 
given to the house, who exercise their authority by the 
decision of the majority, as in the act it is vested in the 
commissioners or a majority. Under these different 
provisions, no instance can be produced, either in con- 
gress or our state legislature, where such a right has ey- 


| cilmen, or a majority of them, who are authorized to 
judge of the electicn of theirown members. The legis- 

lature have been cautious not to extend the power fur- 

ther than the necessity of the case may require, and 

within these limits they may be permitted to. act; and 

unless the legislature expressly say otherwise, they shall 

not be permitted with my consent to go a step further. 

It cannot be pretended that any such necessity exists 

{ here, as we have six commissioners acting under. the 
sanction of an oath, fully competent to investigate and 

decide upon the abuses complained of in the memorial, 

But it is said the power may be abused, and of this, 

if we could have had any doubt before, we have been a- 

bundantly satisfied by the facts which have been disclos-, 

ed in the investigation. If, however, they have acted 

corruptly, they are amenable to the laws, and to the 

opinion of their fellow citizens, which in most cases may 

prove a sufficient restraint. It is also equally within the 

limits of probability, that the judges of the election may 
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be within the sphere of the same corrupt, and factious | that election Who were not entitled to a vote, persons 
influence, by which they may be induced to make an | who did not reside in the township, and persons who 
improper return; and ifthe return members may be per- | were not authorized to vote in the township. By the 
mitted to confirm their own election, it would lead to | latter description he says he means aliens; in his cross 
equal, if not greater mischief. | examination, he says, they made no inquiry as to whom 

if then, this matter rested here, [ should have no dif- | they veted for. Robert Parker, an alien, voted; he was 
ficulty in saying that the rule should be made absolute. | qualified in the presence of the commissioners, that he 
But, as has been already stated, at a special meeting of | had voted, and that he was an alien. John Woods and 
four of the cormmissioners, they undertook to set aside | David Daniels voted. These are all it was proved a- 
the election and order a new election, which resulted | gainst, that he recollects. Although it is clear that the 
in the choice of three other gentlemen to supply the | two first were duly elected, yet there is some difficulty 
vacancy inthe board. At the first election it appeared | as respects David Farrel, and if they had merely set a- 
that John Paisley had 217 votes, James M‘Claskey 155 | side his election, we should not be disposed to interfere. 
votes, and David Farrel 150 votes, wheras the highest | It would appear that these illegal votes were taken at 
of the other candidates had but 147 yotes. Two ques- | the election, which being deducted from the highest, 
tions then arose—Ist. Have the commissioners power | which I believe isthe legislative rule, there was an e- 
to decide without examination by the Supreme Court— | quality of votes. If this be the case, as regards him, 
and 2d, if we have power to interfere, in consequence | there was no election.—Pennsylvania Inquirer. 
of an improper exercise of authority by the commission- eee torent tene setae ditiiiantain s 
ers. SS 

The act says that the commissioners, or a majority of | REPORT OF TILE COMMITTEE OF WAYS 
ap shall be judges ofthe election, and shall have AND MEANS, 
full power and authority to approve thereof, or to set a- | 5 . . 
side the same, and to onder ae elections, as the law | rs se - sare a Pammeneetey ae ad sin 
may require. From this it has been inferred that the } ouse of Representatives, February 22, , 
court are ousted of their jurisdiction. By the act of | The committee of ways and means have directed 
22d May, 1722, the supreme court have full power and | their attention and deliberations to those objects for 
authority to issue forth writs of habeas corpus, certiora- | which the committee has been organized, influenced by 
ra, and writs of error, and all remedial and otber writs the various resolutions, which have from time to time, 
and process, And generally they are empowered to | been referred to them by the house. It is considered 
minister justice to all persons, and to exercise the juris- { to be their duty to examine not only the ordinary reve- 
dictions and powers, &c. as fully and amply, to all in- | nue, and the annual expense of government, but also to 
tents and purposes whatsoever, asthe Justices of the | suggest to the House, the means by which funds can 
Court of King’s Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer | be raised for the payment of any existing bebts, and for 
at Westminster, or any of them may or can do. This is | increasing the revenue to discharge the interest of past 
a grant of full and plenary powers to the Court, wisely | expenditures, and for the ultimate redemption of the 
entrusted to them for the public welfare, and which we debt, and for making provisions for such additional de- 
are bound to exercisc on the complaint of persons ag- | mands upon the public treasury, vs the condition and 
grieved. Under this law, the Supreme Court have | welfare of the state may require. "The usual income of 
been in the constant practice of granting information in | the commonwealth is sufficient to defray the expenses 
the nature of a writ of quo warranto, for abuses in office, | of the government, and leave a large balance for the 
in a private as well asa public corporation, not by force | payment of interest upon loans already made upon the 
of the stat.9 Ann. Ch, 2. but by power derived from the | credit of the state. Education and internal improve- 
common law. As the jurisdiction of this court has been | ments, are the chic f objects laid before the committee, 
expressly granted, it cannot be taken by express word | for which additional provisions is required. ‘the atten- 
or necessary implication, neither of which appears in | tion of the legislature has been frequently called to the 
this act. subject of education, by petitions from the people, and 

Where the legislature gives full power and authority | by the urgent recommendations of the past and present 
te approve or set aside the election, 1 cannot believe | executive. The good policy, the importance and ne- 
that they intended that the supervising jurisdiction of | cessity of providing fora general system of education, 
the Supreme Court should be taken away. These | under the constitutional requisition, is universally ad- 
words cannot have a greater effect than the words final | mitted as a measnre involving the happiness of our cit- 
and conclusive between the parties, used in a great va- | izens, the welfare of posterity and the permanency of 
riety of acts of assembly; and yet it is a wellsettled prin- | our invaluable government.Since1800the sum of 132,500 
ciple, that these do not take away the jurisdiction of , dollars has been appropriated by the legislature for the 
the court; the legislature being aware that this is a well | advancement of education; but it has been applied to 
settled rule of construction, would, if they were intend- | the aid of the academies established in the several coun- 
ed to preclude inquiry, have prevented this court from | ties, and to the colleges incorporated by law. The pub- 


exerting the superintending acting authority by express 
prohibition. ‘This case furnishes a reason against the 
policy of putting public or private corporations above 
the reach of inquiry. And this leads to the second 
question, whether there was a rightful exercise of au- 
thority in setting aside the election of the respondents. 
As respects Mr. Paisley and Mr. M‘Claskey, there can- 
net be the slightest particle of doubt. Mr. Paisley had 
a majority of 40, and Mr. M‘Claskey a majority of 8yotes. 
How the commissioners could have supposed they were 
justified in setting aside this election, on the proof of 


two, or at the most three illegal votes, passes my com- | 


prehension. I see no reason for supposing that the judg- 
es of the election were corrupt, although they may have 


lic money has been applied in this manner, for the ob- 
| vious reason, that those institutions alone were prepar 

ed to receive public munificence. Had there been pre- 
_ pared and established a system of elementary education, 
| the wisdom of the legislature would have directed their 
| funds to its support, as such a system would claim a de- 
| cided preference by its superior atility, its rehef to the 
| poor, and its more extended influence. As no general 


| method has yet been prepared for the establishment of 


/common schools, in such manner that funds can be ap- 
| propriated to their aid, and as claims more immediately 
| urgent, are pressing upon the present legislature, the 
| most that can be done at this time, will be to give such 
'a direction to a portion of the revenue to be raised, as 


been mistaken: Edward Smith, one of the commission- | will lay the foundation of a fund for that purpose. 

ers, says, that they inquired into the circumstances of | The extensive internal improvements in which this 
the election held on the third Friday of March; witness- | state has engaged, the amount of money already ex- 
es were examined by the commissioners on the subject | pended, and the sum required to complete the system, 
of the election; it was proven that persons had voted at | demand the most serious and immediate attention of the 
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committee and of the legislature. As a firm beliefin the 
sound policy and wisdom of measures, will not only con- 
tribute powerfully to their accomplishment,but will tend 
to reconcile the people to any inconvenience which they 
raay feel if called upon to aid in supplying the necessary 
means to defray the expense; the committee will be 
pardoned for adverting briefly to the policy of the sys- 
tem, although so much has been said and written upon 
it, that nothing more is expected than to awaken recol- 
lection, 

When we examine our statue books and see the 
course of legislation, and calculate the amount which 
has been appropriated by law, to the improvement of 
the state, to aid in the erection of bridges, in the con- 
struction of turnpikes, and the improving the navigation 
of our rivers; we find the clear indications of the settled 
policy of the state, When we look upon our state map 
and find that more than 2,380 miles of turnpike roads | 
have been constructed at an expense of more than eight 
millions of dollars,and that more than fifty bridges have 
been thrown over our largest streams at an expense of 
more than two millions and a half of dollars, by incor- 
porated companies, aided by the state, we cannot be- | 
lieve that the people have been unmindful of the bene- 
fits resulting from internal improvement. Those were 
the improvements of the age that has gone by; but in 
them Pennsylvania was in advance of her sister states. | 
A new era has now arisen. Science and skill have pre- | 
sented a new system to facilitate transportation, and 
lessen the expense and time to be employed; and expe- | 
rience has tested its utility. Common roads, turnpikes, | 
and the tedions and hazardous navigation of rivers, must | 
yield to the superior advantages of canal and rail roads. 
‘Yo keep pace with the spirit and improvement of the 
times, was a course in consonance with the policy 
which had ever actuated the legislature of the state, 
and incited by the most powerful motive of public in- | 
terest, stimulated by the successful exampte of the state | 
of New York, and instructed by the voice of public o- | 





pinion, the legislature commenced the system of inter: | 
nal improvement in this state. The system was commenc- | 
ed in 1826;and in its original design extended to the for- | 
mation of a connection between the easternand western | 
waters ef the state. In its progress, other and import- | 
ant objects of improvement presented themselves, and | 
led to the adoption of a more general system, intended | 
te embrace all the great and prominent interests of | 
the commonwealth. ‘This course of policy, notwith- 
standing the objections which have been urged against | 
it, would appear in consonance with the principles of | 
our free institutions, and will find its justification in 
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ed it as would now appear to hang over the imiprove- 
ment of the state; the same-delays in the construc- 
tion of the work were complained of; the same 
doubts of its utility were suggested; the same fears of 
the ultimate success were spread far and wide; and still 
greater difficulties were encountered in procuring the 
necessary funcls to carry it on. ‘The perseverence of a 
few spirited individuals overcame all obstacles; and that 
work which had been so often and so openly denounced 





}asa wild, extravagant and useless scheme, has at length 


become a monument of individual enterprize, and a rich 
and increasing source of public and private wealth. Its 
value and utility in public estimation, its past perform- 
ance and future promise, may be safely measured by the 
market price of its stock; being now $146, for 100 paid. 

Your committee attach much importance to the short 
experience of this navigation, as the only Pennsylvania 
improvement, in which an experiment has been made. 
They believe it furnishes the fairest data, on which a 
safe calculation may be made of the advantages of our 
state improvements, and the only means of forming a 
Just comparison, in estimating the value of Pennsylva- 
niacanals. The average cost of the Pennsylvania canals 
and rail ways, will, not exceed that of the Schuylkill 
navigation; and the profit of the transportation of coal, 
will in some measure be enjoyed by our improvements, 
with an incomparably greater trade in othef articles. — 
‘The economy of the use of anthracite coal, has been so 
satisfactorily demonstrated as to induce the belief, that 
the period is not far distant, when it will find its way to 
every fire-side, as well that of the rich as the poor, and 
in addition to its domestic uses, when its importance to 
the various arts and manufactories, is taken into the ac- 
count, no fears need be entertained that the supply will 
be too great for the demand. Ifin the opinion of your 


| committee, the value of your public works were to be 


estimated by the facilities they would afford to the trans- 
portation to market of our mineral wealth, the expense 


of their construction would be justified. But, when in 


addition to the exhaustless stores of mineral wealth, we 
take into account, the important aid they will afford to 


| the agriculture and commerce of the state, it is difficult 


te estimate the immense advantages of our system of 
internal improvement. The state of New York on one 
side, having already afforded to the agriculture of that 
state, the advantages of a cheap transportation to mark- 
et, the good effects of the policy have been strikingly 


| shown by the rapid increase of their p »pulation and cap- 


ital, and in the enhanced value of their Jands. On the 
other side the enterprising state of Ohio, with her im- 
mense teritory of fertile lands, has commenced and is 


the peculiar localities of our state, divided into different | now completing two great lines of communication af- 
and distinct sections, each possessing the facilities of | fording to her citizens a cheap conveyance for her ag- 
improvement by canals and rail roads, and each abound- | ricultural products to market, and ber improvements 
ing in the riclr steres of agricultural and mineral wealth, | have already attracted the attention of capitalists, and 
not only inviting, but provoking the aid of art to con- | drawn to that state the stream of emigration. What 
vert them into available sources of individual profit and | would have been the situation of the state of Pennsylva- 
public wealth. nia, if she had remained inactive and neglected to have 

The system was not devised as a hazardous experi- | taken measures to secure to her agriculture, equal ad- 
ment, for it had already been fully and completely test- | vantages. It would not surely be necessary to present 
ed in the state of New York, ona scale sufficiently ex- | in detail, the melancholy picture of decay and decline, 
tensive to demonstrate the certainty of results. The | which our state must inevitably have exhibited. Cer- 
soundness of the calculation could not be resisted, if | tainly it may now be said that this state neyer was ina 
the canal in the state of New York without mineral | more thriving and prespereus condition. That there 
stores to contribute to their tolls, had proved a profita- never was a period when the citizens of this state were 
ble investment to the state; the Pennsylvania canals | more free from debt, when enterprise was more active 


bounded in every direction by exhaustless mines of min- | 
eral wealth of every variety, must prove a still greater | 
source of profit to this state, This fact has since been | 
most strikingly exemplified in the short experience of | 
the Schuylkill navigation company, extending into and | 
terminating in the-coal regions of Schuylkill county, 
being the first and only artificial navigation iu this state | 
on which a fair experiment has been made. The histo- 
ry of the progress of this great work of individual en- 
terprize, bears some affinity to that of our Pennsylva- | 
nia canals. In its progress the same difficulties attend- | 


ne 


—and when so much capital was employed in useful im- 
provements, in agriculture and manufactories. ‘The 
public disbursements on the canals, has not been buried 
in the earth, nor-have they taken to themselves wings 
and flown away. 

Who that will make a just estimate of the magnitude 
of the resources of the great state of Pennsylvania, 
can apply the epithet of extravagance to the present 
scheme of internal improvement? Compared with the 
resources of the state of New York, the expenditures of 
the millions of this state, is not as extravagant as that of 
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New York. Compared with the resources of the state 
of Ohio, the expenditure may be considered moderate, 


contrasted with the expense of their system. Compared | state will participate in the general benefit. 


with the resources of Maryland, the expense of our sys- 
tem when contrasted with the expense which must ne- 
cessarily be involved in the completion of their magnifi- 
cent scheme of improvement may be considered still 
more moderate. 


Surely if a few spirited capitalists in the city of Phila- | 
delphia, have been able to construct a navigation at an | 


expense of between two and three millions of dollars, 
and turned their money to a good account, can it be 
considered extravagant in the great state of Pennsylva- 
nia, with all her mighty resources to expend quadruple 
that amount, in improvements which promise like utili- 
ty and equal profit. 

The citizens of the city of Philadelphia, alone, have 
within the last 15 years, expended eight millions of dol- 
lars in the construction of the Schuylkill navigation, the 
Union canal, the Lehigh works, and the Chesapeake & 
Delaware canal. Can it then be considered as extrava- 
gant in the state of Pennsylvania, with an assessed taxa- 

le property, exceeding in value 300 millions of dollars, 
to encounter an expense of not double the amount in 
the construction of her improvements, extending over 
and into the remotest corners of the whole state—im- 
provements which are to unleck the hidden treasures, 
which have so long remained concealed within her hith- 
erto barren mountains—improvements which are abso- 
lutely necessary, to place the farmers of this state, on an 
equal footing with the farmers of New York, and of the 
infant state of Ohio—improvements, which, when com- 
pleted, cannot fail to give to this state that pre-eminence 
in wealth and political power, to secure which is so ea- 
sily accomplished, and the accomplishment of which is 
a duty imposed on those who are delegated by the peo- 
ple, as the guardians of their rights and interests. 

The legislation of almost every state in the Union, is 
‘now directed to internal improvements, and each would 
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shall be completed, our great commercial city will rea- 
lize the advantages expected from it, and the whole 
And it is 
confidently believed that a strict scrutiny into the cir- 
cumstances of all the lines of improvement commenced 
and projected, w#l demonstrate that there are advanta- 
| ges to be realized, which justify their undertaking by 
| the state. 
| The march of improvement has been as much the 
subject of wonder abroad as at home. The celerity and 
| success of it has outrun all calculation, and has falsified 
| the prediction of our most prudent statesmen. During 
the progress of the New York canal, considered at the 
time as a most gigantic undertaking, Mr. Jefferson pub- 
licly expressed the opinion that it was a work, a centu- 
ry in advance of the capacity of the people. He lived 
to see the error of his prediction, and subsequently ato- 
ned for it, by an acknowledgment in a letter addressed 
to De Witt Clinton, “that he was a century bebind the 
spirit of the age in his calculations.” 

If in estimating the magnitude of the expenditure in- 
curred by the state, in the construction of her public 
works, the value of her resources to be developed, and 
the immense advantages to be realized from them, form 
an essential ground of justification of that expenditure, 
the ability of the state in her financial concerns forms an 
equally tenable ground of that justification. While al- 
most every state in the union is and ever has been snb- 
ject to a state tax, to defray even the ordinary expenses 
of its government—the state of Pennsylvania has ever 
been exempt from such a tax. From the year 1800 
down to the present period, the state has expended up- 
on objects besides her canal and rail road, from her in- 
come and revenue derived from indirect sources, more 
than five millions of dollars; and defrayed the expenses 
of government without a state tax. Notwithstanding the 
debt incurred for canal and rail road purposes, by per- 
manent loans authorized previous to the present session, 
amounts to $6,300,000 dollars, and the loans made for 


appear to be actively engaged in the strife of competi- | other purposes to $1,840,000, making together the sum 
‘tion to gain the vantage ground. It is calculated that | of $8,140,000, the finances of the state have been suffi- 
there are 3,500 miles of canals and rail roads, already | cient to pay the interest on the whole amount, and no 
constructed and now constructing in the United States, | deficiency as yet has been experienced. 

and if nv other consideration presents sufficient induce-| In order to meet the engagements of the state, and 
ment, the spirit and enterprize, with which our neigh- | make provision for the expenditures of the present year, 
‘boring states are prosecuting their improvements, and | the committee recommend an additional loan of four 
extending them into our own territory, ought to increase millions of dollars, which with the sum of $490,000, au- 
on us the urgency of a vigorous prosecution of our pub- | thorized by the act of this session, to be loaned from the 
lic works. In no other state of the Union do there ex- | several banks under the provisions of their charters, will 


ist the same inducements to construct such an extensive | 


system of internal improvement, and from the accom- 
plishment of which, such bencfits are to be derived. In 
no other state ofthe Union is to be found adapted to 


_make the sum of $4,490,000, from which sum will be 

paid all the temporary loans heretofore made and fur- 
_ nish means for the completion of all contracts hereto- 
_ fore made, according to the estimate of the canal com- 


mineral, the anthracite coal, scattered in profusion over | applied to new contracts, if the same shall be required 
an immense extent of our territory, and from late ex-| by the legislature at the present session.” 
aminations on the west branch of the Susquehanna,! If the whole amount of that sum shall be obtained 
there is reason to believe that the bituminous coal re- | and expended during the present year, the indebted- 
gion, intended to be reached by the west branch canal | ness of the state for loans will then be the $1,840,000, 
is equally extensive. the amount of the loans obtained and applied to other 
These are considerations which operated upon the le- | purposes than canals and rail roads; the sum of 6,300,- 
gislature in extending the system, and it might be ask- | 000 dollars, the amount of all the permanent loans made 
ed, what has occurred to arrest the progress of these | befere. the present session for canal and rail roads; to 
improvements, which have nearly reached the coal re-) which sum add the $4,490,000, ‘authorized by the acts 


domestic and manufacturing purposes, that invaluable | missioners, and leave a balance of about $900,000, to be 





gions, on the north and west branches of the Susquehan.- | 
na, which, if not extended, will not answer the end for | 
which they were originally designed. 
It would not be necessary for your committee to urge | 
~ on the house the importance of the speedy execution of 
the main line of communication between the eastern 
and western waters. All unite in favor of the accom- 
plishment of this grest work, as immediately connected | 
with the prosperity of the state. Already sufficient de- 
monstration has been made on the western section, to 
show the importance of it to the great manufacturing 
city of Pittsburg, and the country through which it pas- 
ses; and it is confidently believed that when this line 





of the present session and from which all the tempora- 
ry loans made for canal and rail road purposes are to be 
paid, making in the whole for canal and rail road pur- 
poses the sum of 10,790,000 dollars, and if the whole 
amount ofthe old loans be added to that sum, the total 
amount of loans which have been made and which are 
proposed to be made at the present session will be 12,- 
640,000 dollars. From the report of the Auditor Gene- 
ral, further debts are stated as due from the common- 
wea!th upon account of appropriations heretofore made 
to turnpikes, bridges, rivers and other objects, amount- 
ing to $187,849.31. Upon examination it will be found 
that 30,000 of that sum is for subscriptions authorized 
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to turnpikes, which have not been incorporated, and 
6,000 dollars to bridges which are in the same situation, 
$17,190.52 appropriated to the improvement of the 
Susquehanna river, which under existing laws cannot 
be called for, and the payment ofa considerable portion 
of the residue probably will never be required. 


On the other hand it may be proper to state that the 
commonwealth owns, 





Bank stock to the amount of 3°. @ $2,108,760 
Bridge stock, - - - - - 410,000 
Canal stock, - - - - - - 200,000 

And the amount estimated to be due from 
land, - - - 2,000,000 
Making $4,718,700 


To which may be added the turnpike stock of 1,903,- 
817.48 dollars, from which some revenue is now receiv- 


ed, and an increase may be expected from some por- 
tions of it. 


By the report of the Auditor General made upon the 
first day of December, 1829, there remained in the 
treasury a balance of 175,375.98 dollars, and by the re- 
port of the commissioners of the internal improvement 
fund, there has been transferred from the treasury the 
sum of 100,000 dollars, for the payment of interest due 
on the first of February, 1830, leaving a balance in the 
treasury upon the first of Dec. 1829, of 75,375.98 dolls. 
The probable receipts at the treasury for the year 
1830, from other sources except that of land as estima- 
ted by the Auditor General will be 481,295.54 dollars. 
It may be calculated that under the operations of the 
act of eighth April, 1829, reducing interest upon lands 
incase the owners comply with the provisions of the 
act within two years from its passage, an increased rev- 
enue will be received during the present year from that 
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| first of February, 1831, to 20,572.14 dollars, a sum less 
| than one-half of the balanee which will be in the treasu- 
| ry upon the Ist of December, 1830. 


| - It may be expected that a large increased amount of 
tolls will be received during the year 1831, upon the 
| 4283 miles of canal that will be in operation during the 
year, and which is pledged for the payment of interest 
| chargeable upon the internal improvement fund. It can- 
| not however be ascertained with certainty what sum 
| will be obtained from that source, and further appropri- 
| ations will be required to complete and render produc- 
| tive the improvements that have been se far progressed 

in, and of the old loans the sum of 380,000 dollars will 

be re-imbursable on the Ist of May, 1834, and 90,000 on 
| the first of May, 1835, and 100,000 on the first of May; 
| 1837, and any act or acts to increase the revenue cannot 

afford relief in a period of time less than one year. The 
| committee consider it the imperative duty of the present 
| legislature to adopt effectiial measures to guard against 

aby possible deficiency to meet the engagements of the 
| state. 
| To increase the revenue, the committee will propose 
| a bill to regulate inns and taverns, which it is believed 
will produce an additional annual sum of 40,000, and op- 

erate as a salutary measure of police, and not be op- 

pressive upon such inn-keepers as are necessary for the 


accommodation of the public. 


/ Also, a bill imposing a tax upon judicial proceedings, 

the recording of deeds and mortgages, and the issuing 
| of letters testamentary and letters of administration.— 
| These are subjects very frequently resorted to, for the 


| purpose of revenue and attended with little difficulty in 





the collection. When we find that more than 73,000 
dollars is annually paid from the public treasury for the 
support of the judiciary, it cannot be wrong in princi- 
| ple or burthensome to the parties to require of them 


seurce. It is confidently believed that the sum which | S0me remuneration, The payment of a small sum at the 
will be received from lands during the present year will | fecording of deeds and mortgages, will be easily made, 
exceed 130,000 dollars, making together the receipts at | 2d it will operate usually upen the transfer of proper- 
the treasury for the present year of 611,295.54 dullars, ty, and from which may be raised the annual sum of 50,- 
which sum will “defray the expenses of government, | 900 dollars. 

meet all the demands upon the treasury, pay the inter-| Also a bill authorising the canal commissioners to sell 
est upon the old loans of 1,840,000 dollars, and admit of | water power created by the dams constructed to feed 
a transfer of 60,000 to the internal improvement fund, . the Pennsylvania canals. Under the direction of a skil- 
for the payment of interest upon the first of August, | ful engineer, a plan for using the water may be laid 
1830, and of 40,000 dollars fut the payment of interest | down, and sales of such portions of it made as will sup- 


which will be due uponthe first of February, 1831, and | ply the demand for that kind of power, reserving the 


then leave in the treasury upon the first of December, 


residue until the state of business and the increase of 
Also a bill, a 


1830, the end of the present fiscal year, a balance of | population may give it a proper value. 
43,481.52 dollars. Upon this view of our finances and | supplement to the act relating to collateral inheritan- 
with the loans contemplated by the committee for the | ces to ensure the collection of the tax imposed by the 
present year, there will be a deficiency in the internal | original act. Also an act to alter and amend the act 
improvement fund, which is specifically pledged for the | taxing certain offices. Also a bill graduating the licen- 
payment of interest upon the loans for canal and rail | ses of retailers of merchandize, which will produce a 
road purposes, on the first of August, 1830, of 65,338. | more equal operation and give an increase of revenue 


81 dollars, and a further deficiency for the payment of 
interest on the first of February 1831, of 150,233.33 dol- 
lars, making the whole deficiency in that fund for the 
year ending upon the first of February, 1831, 215,572. 
14 dollars. 


In this calculation is included only the sum of 10,000 
dollars, to be received into the internal improvement 
fund during the present year from all the finished canals 
and improvements connected therewith. The estimate | 
made by the canal commissioners of the amount to be | 
received from tolls during the present year is 65,000 


of 40,000 dollars. Also a bill’ laying a tax of one mill 
upon a dollar upon personal property not subject to as- 
sessment for county rates and levies under existing laws. 
It is difficult to ascertain what sum may be raised from 
this source, as no assessment of that kind of property 
has heretofore been made in this state. Also a bill to 
increase the county rates and levies for the use of the 
commonwealth, of one mill upon the dollar of the valu- 
ation of the county assessments: which sums so raised to 
be vested in the commissioners of the internal improve- 
ment fund, and that fund to be charged therewith, and 


doliars, and if their calculation shall prove correct, the | the school fund to be credited with the same, with the 


deficiency will be reduced by a credit to the internal 
improvement fund of the further sum of 55,000 dollars. 
The premiums of 140,000 dollars, which may be expec- 
ted from the loan of four millions, under the eperations 
of the act passed this house, authorising the same at 33 
per centum is pledged for the payment of interest char- 
geable upon the internal improvement fund, which with 
the sum of 55,000 dollars, will reduce the deficiency-for 
the payment of intexest which will be payable upon the 


interest thereof, until such a sum shall be raised as will 
admit of the proceeds being distributed and appli- 
ed to the support of common schools in such man- 
ner as shall be directed by law. From this source may 
be raised annually about 250,000 dollars. 

The subject of coal and various other matters, which 
have been referred to the committee by the house, they 
design to embrace in subsequent reports. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS, | Mr. Massey called up for consideration, the bill to 
Thursday Evening, Feb. 28th. allow the city Solicitor a salary of 800 dollars a year, as 

a compensation for his services. 
Petitions for paving George street from Schuylkill 6th | Mr. Massey stated that, before last year, the sums paid 
to 7th, Broad street from Chesnut to Walnut, George | for legal services by the Watering Committee were not 
street from Juniper to Broad, and Schuylkill 8th from | included in the account rendered by the City Commis- 
Market to Chesnut, were received and referred to the | sioners,—that the late Solicitor had done a great deal 
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Paving Committee. | of business not performed by his predecessors, in enter- 

A petition praying for a new regulation of Mulberry st. | ing up judgments against the tax collectors and others, 
between 2nd and 3d strs, was received and referred to | —that he had received 30 dollars for reassigning the 
the Paving Committee. e | property of the late City Treasurer, an occurrence of a 


Communications were received from Kendall S. Crop- / novel nature—and 191 dollars for proceedings connect- 
per, Benjamin Franklin, and Wm. Richards, offering to | ed with the recovery of monies from delinquent tax 
lease the Drawbridge lot. Referred to committee on | collectors,—and that if the amount of charges for these 
the lot. | extra serviecs was deducted from the total, it would be 
The committee to whom was referred the petition of , found that Mr. Kane had received only 718 dollars for 
Enoch Thorn, reported a resolution requesting the | the discharge of the ordinary duties of the City Solicitor. 
Mayor to relieve the house No. 26 Perry street, from | Mr. Price expressed his regret that these facts had 
the operation of the judgment held by the city against | not been distinctly stated in the report of the committee. 
said Thorn, #s security for his son Thomas, for money | !t was therein stated that the sums paid to the city So- 
borrowed from the Franklin fund. The resolution was licitor for nine years, was 622 dollars, on an average.— 
adopted, other property pledged by Mr. Thorn being | Immediately after it was stated that Mr. Kane had, du- 
considered ample security. ring the last year, received upwards of 1500 dollars.— 
A communication was received from the City Commis- | Then followed a statement that in the nine years before 
sioners, stating that no offer had been made to them to | alluded to, 4000 dollars had been paid to other Counsel, 
lease Chesnut street wharf on Schuylkill. for services, a great part, or the whole of which ought 
“They respectfully suggested to Councils the propri- | to have been performed by the city Solicitor. For sev- 
ety of appointing acommittee to confer with them re- | eral years, the fees paid to this officer, had not exceed- 
specting further regulations relative to the city Watch.” | ed 400 dollars. Now, it was proposed to give him a 
—Referred to Messrs. Thompson, Horn, Johnson and | fixed salary of 800 dollars. The circumstances of last 
Keyser. year were peculiar, and Mr. P. did not think that in 
“They respectfully refer Councils to the Solicitor of | future years the fees of the Solicitor would amount to 
the corporation relative to Spruce street wharf on the | so much as 800 dollars a year. He had examined the 
Schnylkill.”—Referred to paving committee. accounts of Mr. Kane, and, so far as he could judge, the 
The following petition from sundry market-women, | charges were moderate, He would be happy to have 
was presented by Mr. Scott, and referred to the market his own prof-ssional business performed at the same 
committee. | rate. 
To the Honorable the Select and Common Councils of Mr. Massey, nade no objection to the late Solicitor. 
the Cily of Philadelphia. He wished this officer paid liberally, but not extrava- 
The Petition of the Subscrsbers respectfully represents: GnGty: ie COM ye Sapile & Seerene: guetie 


R , | man’s account. If he charged 50 dollars for a particu- 
That by an ordinance bearing date the 29th day of! Jar service, who could say it was worth only 20? Mr. 
March, 1798, entitled “An ordinance for the regulation | M. had not heard any citizen say, a salary of 800 dollars 
of the Market held in High street,’ it is provided a- | was too little for the service of the city Solicitor: but he 
mong other things ‘* That no person who follows the | had heard several say it was too much. 

business of a huckster or of selling provisions, vegeta-| My, Rawle, said that in 1801, a law was passed to al- 
bles, nuts or fruits at second hand, shall at any time sell | Jow the Solicitor a fixed salary. In 1817, the law was 


or offer for sale within the limits of the market, any pro- repealed, and it was provided the Solicitor should be 


visions, vegetables, nuts, or fruit of any kind under the | compensated by fees in proportion to his services. Mr- 
penalty of forfeiting for every such offence the sum of; R. proceeded to argue at length, that giving a fixed 
five dollars.” Your petitioners respectfully submit, | sommeuntion to ete ieee jeoteadl ea Sine 
- the peneeee thus — mont be eon greatly | ating, was wrong in principle,—that it has a tendency to 
to the relief of a poor and industrious class of persons, | make the officer inattentive, —and took from him pro- 
without injury to any other individuals or to the public. ' fessional pride in the discharge of his dutics. : 
There would be no diflicuity in placing a restraint up- He proposed to substitute for the first section of the 
oon 2 ee the one . monte | original bill, asection providing that the city Solicitor 
sm ee en y guarded against ft € prices should be compensated by fees in proportion to his ser- 
asked by persons from the country for correspending _ vices, but that the amount of fees should in no one year 
articles were to be made the standard. Any encroach-| execed 1000 dollars, exclusive of what he should receive 
ee See - ee: —— wn re ~ hae of the Franklin, Scott, and Wills’ 
Un $ | trust funds. 
committed to the clerks of the market, who would also| Mr. Troth preferred the substitute to the original bill. 
be fly suthorined to noice and testa allvicltans| He thought the icet way of compensating the Soc 
y. Ur was ees in proportion to his service: 
believed that public advantage would arise from permit. | for tod the conan he should receive aman 
ting resales of provision purchased within the city. The | that members of committees need not be deterred from 
sea ati cig arn ceneatnes | Ses oe een ae nea 
ing! - | the city in too great expense. Mr. lroth differe 
diately to their homes, while the public at large would | Mr. fete on om on He thought 1000 dollars 3 
= me ers from the additional temptation | year would be sufficient compensation to the Solicitor, 
- a . “; 0 an for ale - the promptness | both - the wenarweee of the trust funds, and the 
ith which the articles would be sold. | other business of the city. 
bi aime ms gay sper opeenioyr rb Laiageny. crept mem ware women bese 
1 ~Sé ri- | taken up. esultory debate then ensued, in whi 
sions altogether, and that re-sale may be allowed, under | various ante nee part, and which turned m9 
such restrictions as may be reasonable and just. | great degree on point of order, This was protracted for 
_ A number of citizens united in the prayer of the pe-/| some time, but Councils adjourned without coming to 
titioners, a decision.—Philad. Gazette. 
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8 4 : Seas os | The Treasurer’s accounts wert read, and ordered to 
3 Sl imonawe | be laid on the table for the inspection of the stockhol- 
3 =| (S835 ae | ders. 
§ | ie ees | The meeting proceeded to the election of Directors, 
= — os | for the ensuing year, The Tellers reported that the 
< > -|$/| :SS888Sss following named gentlemen were duly elected :— 
= x & € -OHRAORO | Roberts Vaux, Thomas I. Wharton, George Vaux, 
| ae) s(Sl sas SOS | William Smith, Jacob Gratz, Quintin Campbell, John 
| 2 pie | Vaughan, Clement C. Biddle, Peter 8. Duponceau, Ed- 
Q 3 TF  seranecn-tae dm tea | ward Ingersoll, John M. Scott, James S. Smith, Samu- 
< ®& 7 "ORNSOYTS el Norris, George W. Smith, Robert Walsh, Jr. 
va S| tasrade | EDWARD 8S. BURD, Chairman. 
= sd | mee y 2 bs 18 OY | Samurc Merepitu, Secretary. 
Bye 2: 
Zz SS si ; 
= § . | a ee ae ; Fifteenth Innual Report. 
- = Slo ;enoos In compliance with the requisitions of the charter, 
o. 3 = . gomyrner er" 
= '§ “ifisSsess | the Directors of the Athenzum submit to the stockhol- 
3 Ss Sit baa | ders a statement of the finances and general condition of 
=. 9 5 | the institution for the last year. 
Km Rae rn lance | From the accounts of the Treasuser it appears that 
© 2 ee ee he has received during that period, two thousand nine 
© = oe; 8 © Tak ssn | hundred and forty dollars, thirty-two cents. 
wh 2 os cS 8 ee iiialgs From sale of 9 shares Athenzum stock, $225 00 
gy = 3s | | Ts Te? From stockholders and subscribers, - 2186 00 
= eS  Srsss : From transfers - - - - 6 50 
wr se - YOOWS) @ “i . - a 9 
a 8 | do Aeoes tenieeetincie Dae From interest on money invested, : §22 82 
Fei a | Ss Al wdtanal] ee! 
we E SSRRS| =F $2940 32 
2 
a - | SS = And that he has paid from the Treasury 
Owls | Sijvolnonwsst| Gg during said period, two thousand eight hun- 
a 2 S{B;Haaoo! & . | : 
ine S|. © dred and sixty dollars, thirty-nine cents:— 
ma 1s = {/ Ql, eVenenl! 6 sn “a: 9 
walls Sis | oeSsae For books, binding and newspapers, $1060 20 
Pa og 8 Silalanea 2 Postage, - - “ 109 30 
je) a Sse “an So a sige 
RQ 1.2 oe. @hoe nl... . | Kent, — - - - - 493 75 
Ss esis S : | oS | MISSO! SS Fuel, oil and candles, - - 284 18 
a i> oO) & ST ISESSSIL oS (| Salary of Librarian, ° - 600 00 
‘ w, |} ™ S|/ASe4s| Qa | Commissions, - ° a 120 87 
3 R re — ce te } e . . . 
e<a & ee ™ 2 _| Furniture, stationary and incidental 
sole ~tolannwo - - 
@os § s{a|meaon| £8 | expenses, - : ; 147-09 
i -S Sisoirnenal #29 | Insurance of 3000 dollars on books 
a, S ” % | a % 6SS| =a | for seven years, - ....»... 45 00 
oc 8 | ————. 2860 39 
a is | ew ~ 2 
_ | NST athe e8 i . 
ik Ti | Sa. Eo | Leaving a balance of | 79 93 
= = | gO Ow Ses || The permanent fund invested in the stock of the State 
oT 35 S==- FD) 2 | of Pennsylvania is $9200 00 
a s & CBS54| 22 | On the 24th January, 1829, the sum invest- 
geal. S MAz Sse] E ; 
a S 5 page 32 2 | ed was ‘ - - - - 8995 45 
Lee} = ‘Ss Oe 2 | a E : = 
- £ > ee eez b| £S | The increase therefore is $206 55 
oo 2 52 2 E E 2 =| S= | About 1030 strangers have visited the rooms during 
ot 5 mRmOARHE| ER the last year. 
= 3 = ts Ss Se Se oe fe & ™ {| The number of stockholders is 456—of original sub- 
wd gly 3 : ~ & | scribers, 10—and of annual subscribers, 86. ‘The libra- 
- ~ i oe be ee to o } Mi ? 
= § = = = 5 = 2 = ge ity contains about 5300 volumes—seventy-five American 
Oo § geegeeus! 2& | newspapers are regularly received; four from Great 
= 3 2222822 o= | Britain, two from France, and occasionally some from 
aes og Sass] 2 | other portions of the globe. Thirty-two American and 
bo : + = og ee | European Reviews and Magazines, scientific and litera- 
| 5 S Sm «fu ee ry, are subscribed for, and all works and pamplilets 
3 S 2 2s | 3 = = which may possess interest are purchased immediately 
S > sats 2S x | after their publication. 
~ 2 x n Absa | The Directors entertain a lively and respectful re- 
«< 5 E86 = ae | | membrance of the usefulness of their late associate and 
| - Sfeaoas | friend, Witttam Leaman, Esq. the termination of 





-—— 





| whose life, in the midst of many important labours, is 
————— | deeply to be regretted. His munificent bequest of ten 
ATHEN ZUM. | thousand dollars “for the construction of a suilable build- 
| ing’’ for the accommodation of this institution, will per- 
Ar an annual meeting of the Stockholders of the A- | petuate his name with its history, and secure for him a 
thenzum of Philadelphia, held at the Rooms on Mon- | grateful memorial as a benefactor of literature. 
day the Ist day of February, A. D. 1830, Acknowledgments are especially due to Samurr 
_E. S. BURD, was appointed Chairman, and Breck, Esq. for his donation of 863 vols. of Fretich and 
SamvEL Merepitu, Secretary. F.nglish Books—which have been so arranged in cases 
Roberts Vaux, on behalf of the Directors, submitted | as to designate this liberal and valuable addition to the 
their report to the stockholders, which was read, adopt- | Library. The Journal of Paris from the year 1789 to 


ed, and ordered to be published. | 1795, inclusive, containing the contemporary history of 
Vou. V . 20 
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the most important events of the French Revolution, | eligible situation, and have had a substantial and conve- 
has been presented by a stockholder. | nient building erected thereon. The wants of that dis- 

In the early part of last year, the Directors renewed | trict being thus amply provided for, the schools will be 
the lease of the apartments now occupied by the Athe-| immediately commenced, and with a promise of much 
nzum for the period of five years, which will expire on | usefulness. 


the lst December, 1833. It is the intention of the) It isa gratifying circumstance, that a number of per- 


Board to invest the bequest of William Lehman, when | sons of both sexes have during the past year availed 


it shall be received, in some productive steck, adding to | themselves of the opportunity afforded of acquiring a 
it the accumulating interest, until the period shall ar-| knowledge of the Lancasterian discipline, by attending 
rive when in conjunction with other means, which the | the Model and other schools. Several of these individ- 
Directors trust will be contributed, the Athenzum may | uals, well qualified for the important duties of teachers 


be permanently accommodated in an edifice altogether have found employment in various parts of Pennsylva- 
suited to its character, and illustrative of the munifi- | nia. 





cence and taste of our city. 
‘The Directors, in surrendering their trust to their 


By such means this valuable system will gradual- 
ly be spread throughout our commonwealth. 
Upon mature deliberation the Controllers have deter- 


constituents, offer sincere congratulations on the ex-| mined to use the authority conferred by the act of 1828, 
tended usefulness, the increasing popularity and finan-| and are preparing to establish a model school for the 


cial prosperity of this Institution. 
ROBERTS VAUX, 
JACOB GRATZ, 


Jan. 28, 1850. Committee. 


THE TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
CONTROLLERS OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 
For the First School District of Pennsylvania, 
WITH THEIR ACCOUNTS. | 
Tae Controllers of the Public Schools, for the First | 
School District of Pennsylvania, in accordance with the 
provisions of law, submit their twelfth annual report. 
By certified returns from the respective sections, it 
appears that four thousand three hundred and three pu- 
puis attend the following schools, viz— 
Bors. Gints. Tor. 


SR Sites conc teeveceubases 298 210 508 
Becedt airadt, « oo 00 este svcedictvéts 278 219 497 
Northern Liberties,.... .......... 397 330 727 
MORSMBUON 60 oss cc rcsewoececewes 213 216 429 
Cas base's 0 06 c'c0cd covccnce 379 302 681 
Moyamensing,....... . cesses coer 201 223 424 
Spring Garden,.......---.seeeseees 87 50 137 | 
PUGET ENR ig o's.0 on 6 acc eccevs bu pen 92 72 171| 
South-western........ ... sesee--11S = 108-218 | 
Lombard street, (coloured,)....... 241 270 511 





| 
os _— 


2301 2002 4303! 
In the country parts of the District, seven hundred and | 


training ef children under five years of age. This mea- 
sure will enable them to determine the best mode of 
conducting the kind of instruction proposed, and also 


‘| afford an opportunity to prepare teachers for the res- 
| pective sections, the directors of which in the course of 


another year may be thus provided with the needful in- 
telligence for the organization of infant schools. 

The retrospect of the official year now terminated, is 
attended with many consolations. ‘The actual condition 
of this extensive institution is highly prosperous. 

The Controllers bear their cordial and grateful testi- 
mony, that the children of the public care are under the 
immediate notice of gentlemen in the respective sec- 
tions, who watch over them with the most benevolent 
dispositions—that the teachers to whom they are en- 
trusted are competent, kind, and conscientious—that 
these pupils are taught such branches of useful knowl- 
edge, as will fit them for the business of life—that they 
are affectionately counselled to perform their social and 
moral duties with fidelity and zeal,—and that, without 
any sectarian bias whatever, they are instructed in the 
great principles and solemn obligations uf Christianity, 
as set forth in the holy scriptures. 

Thus abundantly assured of the vast benefits which 
are dispensed to the interesting objects of the simple, 
efficient, and economical mode of teaching adopted 
here, the Controllers are desirous that similar blessings 
may reach every unlettered child in Pennsylvania.— 
They have therefore observed with heart-felt pleasure, 
that the present Chief Magistrate of the State not only 
declared his conviction of the importance of this sub- 


ject in his inaugural address, but has recently recom- 


eighty have been at sehool, which, with those taught in| mended a plan to the Legis!ature for achieving the ob- 


‘the city and the adjoining corperations, give an aggre-| ject so plainly commanded by the Constitutton,* and 
gate of five thousand and erghly three, educated at the | which has been so long and ardently desired by the ad- 





public expense since the last report. 
During twelve years thirty-four thousand seven hun: | 
dred and three children Wave received the benefits of | 
tuition, under the wise and beneficent previsions of the | 
existing act of the General Assembly. 
From the annexed accounts, examitfed by the audi. | 
tors, it will be seen that the Controllers have drawn or- | 
ders upon the County Treasurer for 33,756.78 dollars, | 
of which sum 17,203.33 dollars is chargeable te the sup- | 
port of Lancasterian Sclools,* 9,110.85 dolls. to real es- | 
tate and school furniture, and 7,442.10 dolls. to educa-| 
tion in the country sections. This statement shows that | 
in the schools of mutual instruction the cost of each pu- | 
pil is less than four dollars per annum. 
The money heretofore borrowed in anticipation of the | 
receipt of taxes applicable to the school fund, amount- 
ing te 10,000 dollars has been paid. 
The Directors of the Fourth Section, under the au- 
thority given to that body in 1828, procured a lot in an 





*Nine hundred and sixty dollars of this amount is the 
loss on a lot sold on Lombard street, which the Centrol- 
lers were obliged to re-purchase, in consequence of an 
error in the title which escaped observation when the 


property was originally bought by the County, in 1819. | 





vucates of the universal diffusion of practical learning. 
The Controllers congratulate their fellow-citizens on 
this auspicious circumstance, and unite their anxious 
hopes with those of the friends of education throughout 
the commonwealth, that the representatives of the Peo- 
ple may perfect the noble design of adorning Pennsyl- 


| vania with the means of intellectual improvement, which 


shall secure the religious, moral and literary culture of 
her youth of the present and of all succeeding genera- 
tions. On behalf of the Board, 
ROBERTS VAUX, President. 
Attest—T. M. Prrtit, Secretary. 
Chamber of the Controllers, ¢ 
Philadelphia, 2d mo. ( Feb._) 23, 1830. 





To the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas. 

The Auditors of the County of Philadelphia, appoint- 
ed under the provision of an Act of Assembly, passed 
the 6th day of March, 1818, to provide for the education 
of poor children within the city and county of Philadel- 





*Sec, 1, Art. VII. “The Legislature shall, as soon as 
conveniently may be, provide by law for the establish- 
ment of schools throughout the State, in such manner 
that the poor may be taught gratis.” 
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hia, to examine and settle the accounts of the Control- expenses disbursed by them, 1,486 74 
ae and Directors of the Public Schools, within the said | For maps, books, and stationary, 125 67 
district, respectfully state— For disbursements of Committe@of 

That they have carefully examined the said accounts, Supplies, 200 00 
and compared them with the vouchers produced in sup- | For carpenter’s work, 71 12 


port thereof, and submit the following statement, show- 


| Watering Com’tee—for hydrant water 10 00 
ing a detailed account of their receipts and disburse- | 





ments. | First Section, comprehending the city of 
In relation to the Credits of the School Fund, the Au- Philadelphia. 

ditors report: | For salary—to four male and two fe- 

That on the Ist day of January, 1829, there wasa bal-| male teachers, 3,515 00 
ance remaining in the hands of the Treasurer of the | For supplies—disbursed by H. M.Zol- 
County to the credit of the said Fund, amounting | __lickoffer, 679 23 

$12,052 10 For rents, viz. Ground rent on Locust 


to 

And that from the Ist day of Janu- street lot, 325 00 
ary, to the Slst day of Decem- Rent. of sundry 
ber, 1829, the said Fund was fur- school-houses, 312 69 
ther credited with the sums aris- 








637 69 
ing from the per centage on tax- For carpenter’s work and painting, 257 10 
es collected during that year, & For white-washing, 19 00 
appropriated by law for instruc- For fuel—Lehigh & Schuylkill Coal, 227 00 
tion of poor children, amt’g to 41,500 60 | For school furniture—stoves, pipe, & 
— 53,552 70 time piece, 176 84 
From this deduct amount of erders Real estate—for Joss on the re-pur- 
drawn on the Treasurer, by the chase of let on Lombard street, ac- 
Controllers, in 1829, | 33,756 78 cording to a resolution of the 
Do. of orders drawn by former Board of Controllers, recorded on 
Controllers, 170 08 their minute book, 960 00 
33,926 86 | For books and stationary, 85 01 








Leaving a balance in the hands of the Trea- 
surer of the County, to the credit of the 
said Fund, and at the disposal of the Con- 





| Second section, comprehending part 
of the Northern Liberties. 
| For teachers’ salaries—two male and 


trollers of Public Schools, on the ist day of three female teachers, 2,264 00 

January, 1830, amounting to 19,625 84 | For books, maps and stationary, 106 37 

—— | For slates and slate pencils, 45 00 

in relation to the Accounts of the Controllers, the | Fuel—for wood and coal, 127 16 
Auditors report, that from the ist day of January, 1829, | Supplies—for sundry small bills paid 

to the 31st of December, same year, they drew orders | by the Secretary, 100 00 


on the Treasurer of the County, agreeably to an Act of | Premiums—amount thereof given to 
the Legislature, passed the 22d of January 1821, au- the children for encouragement, 118 10 




















thorising the same, and amounting to, as follows, viz. | § Smiths’ and carpenters’ work, 117 46 
Orders drawn in 1829, in relation to | Cleaning and white-washing, 21.00 
the Lancasterian system & real | Water rent and plumbers’ work, 81 80 
estate, 26,314 68 
Do. in relation to schools not un- | Third section, comprehending Southwark. 
der the immediate care of the | Sularies—for one male and one 
Controllers, 7,442 10 female teacher, 1,314 50 
33,756 78} Stationary—for beoks, quills, kc. 121 08 
Ali of which was expended as hereinafter | Fuel—for coal, ' 56 00 
detailed :— | Premiums—to children for en- 
Amount of orders drawn on the Treasurer of couragement, 70 00 
the County by former Controllers, and re- | Rent—ground rent, 150 00 
maining unpaid on the Ist Jan. 1829, viz. | water rent. 10 00 
1826. Order No. 71, 4 64 —— 160 00 
1827. Orders No. 57, 153 and 330, a- | Sundries—for tin work, carpen- 
mounting to 7 Ol ters’ work, white washing, 
1828. Orders No. 87, 158, 154,187,259, and to Secretary for paying 
280, 312 and 353, amounting to 158 43 small bills, 210 94 
—— 17008 | School furniture—for two coal 
eed stoves and pipe, 54 60 
Total amount of orders, 33,926 86 
On account of the above orders was paid by Fourth section, comprehending Penn Town- 
the Treasurer of the County during the ship. 
year 1829— Salary—for one teacher, 500 00 
On account of order of 1828, 140 18 Pay—for a messenger, 10 00 
Do. do 1829, 33,617 74 | Stationary—for paper, quills, &c. 15 37 
——— 33,757 92 Rent—for school house, 150 00 


Remaining outstanding and unpaid 


Paving—for paving Pleasant street, 97 90 
on the ist of January, 1830, as 


Sundries—for paying small bills, 34 00 








per statement, 168 94 Real estate—for payment on acc’t. 
_—-—_ — of school house, 9,000 00 
33,926 86 
—— | Ninth section, comprehending Moyamensing. 
Model School, Chester street. ‘i Jes. . 


| Salary—for one male and ene fe- 
male teacher, 1,300 00 
| Pay—for a messenger, 19 50 


For salary—to twe teachers and two 
monitors, including sundry small 





1,893 53 


6,556 87 


2,980 89 


1,987 12 


9,807 27 








id 
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Stationary—for books an:! paper, 48 73 


Rent—for rent of schoo! house, 450 00 
Fuel—for coal and wood, 42 61 
Premiums—to children for encour- 

agement, 40 00 
Sundries—for Venitian blinds and 

for paying sinall bills, 148 75 
Scheol furniture—for two stoves 

and stove pipe, 35 70 


General expenditures. 

Salary of Secretary, 300 00 
Stationary and books for the schools, 256 16 
Advertising in eight daily papers, 119 50 


Printing—for reports and sundries, 63 20 
Auditors—for auditing accounts of 

1828, 76 00 
Incidentals—for sundry small bills 

paid by the Secretary, 134 25 


26,260 08 


The Auditors further report, that under the 
provision of the act of Assembly, passed the 
23d January 1821, placing the whole of the 
School Sections under the superintendence 
of the Controllers, they have examined the 
accounts of the Directors of the 2d, 4th, 5th, 
6th, 7th and 8th Sections, and compared 
them with the vouchers produced in support 
thereof, and report that they drew orders for 
the 
Directors of the second section, for that part of 

the Northern Liberties and Kensington not 

comprised in the Lancansterian system, 


Pay—for teachers, five male and 
four female, 1,321 35; Supplies, 
for sundries paid to T. W. Haines, 
12 81, 1,334 16 
Directors of the Fourth section, for 
that part of Penn ‘Township not 
comprised in the Lancasterian 
system, viz: 
Pay for teachers, five male and one 
female, 695 27 


Directors of the Fifth section, for 
the townships of Oxford, Lower 
Dublin, Byberry and* Moreland, 
Pay to teachers, fifteen male and 
three female, 1,015 40; Rent for 
school rooms, 60 00; Stationary, 
for sundries, 7 33; Fuel 22 60, 1,103 33 
Directors of the Sixth section,com- 
prising the townships of German- 
town, Roxborough, and Bristol, 
Pay to teachers, twenty-one male 
and fifteen female, 2,170 91; 
Rent for Directors’ meeting 
reom, 6 00, 2,176 91 
For account of Lancasterian School 
at Germantown, 
Salary te one male teacher,248 70; 
Stationary, for sundries, 57 34; 
School furniture, for coal stove 
and telegraphs, 42 25, 348 29 
Directors of the Seventh section, 
comprising the townships of 
Blockley and Kingsessing, 
Pay te teachers, ten male and four 
female, 1,215 39; Rent, for Di- 
rectors’ room, 12 00, 1,227 39 
Directors of the Eighth section, 
comprising the township of Pas- 
syunk, 
Pay to teachers, two chief and one 


assistant, 556 75 
— 7,442 10 











Total expenditure, 33,702 18 
| For order No. —, drawn and paid errone- 
ously in 1829, but refunded to the Treas- 
urer in 1850, 54 60 


—_— 


33,756 78 


| 
| 











Statement of outstanding orders remaining unpaid, 
January 1, 1830. 
| 1826. No, 71, T. Clarke, 4 64 














1827. No. 57, Easter Bowers, 2 50 
155, Easter Bowers, 2 50 
3390, Anna Jones 2 01 
7 Ol 
1828. No. 187, J. M, Trueman, 13 75 
353, I. Taylor, 4 50 
18 25 
1829. No. 64, Rebecca A. Shaw, 3 06 
209, B. Naglee, 33 20 
238, M.D. Lewis, 10 62 
310, J. Grigg, 15 00 
{ 330, N. 1. Kennedy, 270 
340, J. Rittenhouse, 5 25 
| 342, W. C. Labb, 47 61 
361, E. Hazen, 21 60 
| 189 04 
Total, - - - - - - $168 94 


SAMUEL M. SOLOMON, 
SAMUEL COATES, Jr, 
Auditors of the County. 
Philadelphia, February 23, 1830. 


Extracts from the Ancient Court 
RECORDS OF CHESTER COUNTY. 
| Under an impression that the readers of the "Register 
of Pennsylvania,” may feel some curiosity to know the 
manner in which the earliest Tribunals of Justice,in this 
_commonwealth, conducted their proceedings, the fol- 
| lowing extracts from the original Records are submitted. 
|The quaintness and simplicity of those primitive 
| times may at least afford a few moments’ amusement. 
The first entry in the Record, is as follows—‘‘Prov- 
ince of Pennsylvania, at the Cort at Upland ( Chester) 
| September 13th, 1681. Justices present—Mr William 
| Clayton, Mr. William Warner, Mr. Robert Wade, Mr. 
| Otto Ernest Cock, Mr. William Byles, Mr. Robert Lu- 
'cas, Mr. Lassey Cock, Mr. Swan Swanson, Mr. Andreas 
) Bankson. 

Sheriff, Mr, John Test. Clerk, Mr. Thomas Revell. 
Peter Erickson, Plaintiff. 

Harmon Johnson, and | An accon of Assault and 

Margaret his wife the f Battery. 

defendants. 

Jurors—Morgan Drewitt, Wm. Woodmanson, Wm. 
| Hewes, James Browne, Henry Reynolds, Robert Scho- 
| ley, Richard Pitman, Lassey Dalboe,John Akraman, Pe- 
| ter Rambo, Jr. Henry Hastings, Wm. Oxley. 

Witncss—William Parke. The jury find for the 
| Plaintiff, and give him 6 d. damages and his cost of suit. 
! Harmon Johnson, and * 

Margaret his wife the \ An accon of Assault and 
Plaintiffs. Peter { Battery. 
Erickson, Defendant. ) 


Jurors—the same asabove. Witnesses—Anna Cole- 
man, Richaid Buffington, Ebenezer Taylor. ‘Ihe jury 
find for the plaintiffs, and give them 40 s. damages, and 
their costs of suit.” 
| Thus it appears that the two first actions tried in the 

peaceful land of Penn, were for Assault and Battery ; 
' and all the parties convicted! 
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In the minutes of the same Court, is the following en. | suing; for tle reparing the highwayes within their res- 
try—“Lassey Cock, upon proclamation im this Cort, | pective precincts, which isto be done before the last 
that if any had any thing against him, they should de- | day of Maye next, ut seguiuter,— 
clare it; whereupon, Daniell Brenson and Charles Brig.- Woolley Rawson, from Marcus Creeke to Naman’s 
ham upon oath, together with Walter Pumphrey upen | creeke. Robert Wade, from Naman’s creeke to Upland 
his solemn attestation, delared what they heard certain | (Chester) creeke. William Oxley, from Upland creeke 
Indians speak against him and Capt. Edmond Cantwell; | to Ammersland.* Mons Stawkett, from Ammersland to 
the said Lassey Cock upon oath declared his innocency, | to Karkus Mill. Peter Yokeham, from Karkus mill to 
and that he had never spoken those words to the Indians, | Schore Kill (Schuylkill) falls. Andreas Rambo, from 
or any of that nature; was thereupon cleared by the | Schore Kill falls te Tawcony creeke. Erick Mullickay, 
cort.” from Tawcony creeke to Pequessink creeke. Clause 

At the Court at Upland, November 30, 1681, | Johnson, from Poquessink creeke to Samuel Cliff’s.— 
John Akraman,from Samuel Cliff’s to Gilbert Wheeler’s. 








William Markham, Esq. Governor and President. 


Justices there present. William Penn Esq. Proprietory and Governor was 
Mr. William Clayton, Mr. William Byles, present at a court held at Chester, the 27th of the 
James Saunderland, Lassey Cock, 4th month, called June, 1684. 
Robert Wade, Otto Ernest Cock, _ 
Thomas Fairman, Swan Swanson, **At a court held at Chester, for the county of Ches- 
Rebert Lucas, Hendrias Bankson. | ter,the 1st Srd day in the 1st weeke of the 8th moneth, 
Mr. John Test, High Sheriff. Mr. Themas Revell, | being the 6th day of the monetb, 1685, 
Clerk. “Ordered, that for defraying the public charges of 


this county, alevie be raised upon every hundred acres 


John Anderson beund by recognizance to appexr at of land taken up and surveyed, after the rate of two 
this court to answer our Sovereign Lord the King upon shillings and six pence for every hundred acres within 
the accusation of Richard Noble, Peter Ramibo, Junr. | this county; and lands taken up by non-residents, and 
and Lawrence Lawrenson, who were bound over to} soe not occupied, shall pay after the rate of three shill- 
prosecution. This court proceeded upon indictment; | ings and nine pence for every hundred acres: and that 
to which the prisoner pleaded not guilty: and put him- | all the male inhabitants within this county from sixteen 
self upon the tryall &c, of this jury. to sixty years of age doe pay after the rate of two shill- 


Jurors. ings and sixpence by the pole, except men servants, 
George Foreman, Gent. Albert Hendrickson, who shall pay after the rate of one shilling and three 
John Child, Mons Peterson, pence by the pole, and noe more: and that Jeremy Col- 
Nathaniel Allen, Wooley Rawson, lett, High Shreife of this County be ordered to levie the 
Nathaniel Evans, John Cock, same within three moneths—whoe is to be allowed after 
William Oxley, Erick Cock, the rate of one shilling for every pound soe levied. It 
Jobn Akraman, Peter Yoakham, is alsoe further ordered, that the Constaple doe forth- 


with bring in within fourteen days after the date hereof, 
the names end sir-names of all the. male inhabitants re- 
siding within their several presincts unto the chief collec- 
tor, who shall allow fourteen days time after warning 
given to every township to bring in their respective pay- 
ments to the Towne of Chester. The collector is fur- 
ther ordered to receive good and merchantable Indian 
corn, after the rate of 2s, 8d. 

gee bush. 


Richard Noble deposed that hee with several others 
found diverse peeces of burnt porke or bacon in the said 
Anderson’s house; and also that hee the said Richard 
Noble with others found hidden and unfrequented plac- 
es in an out house belonging to the said John Anderson, 
where (as an Indian had before then informed them) 
the saidAnderson used to hide porke;and further depos- 
ed, that the said Anderson gave out threatining words 
against the officers and others who came to search. 

Peter Rambo, Junr. and Lawrence Lawrenson, depos- 
edthe same as above. Judith Noble deposed that the 
said Anderson gave out threatning words against 
the officers and others who came to search. 

Francis Walker deposed that a person who bought 
a peece ef porke of the said Anderson told him the said 
Walker that the said pork had a bullett in it. 

Francis Stephens deposed that the said Anderson be- 
ing asked concerning a Hegg’s head, (hee the said An- 
derson having thena headless hogg) where the head then 
was, hee the said Anderson answered hee had left the 
head down the river: and the said Anderson’s boy said 
noe, the hogg’s head is upon the mill att home. 

John Hollinshead gave in his evidence before Thomas 
Budd a magistrate at Burlington, which was also pro- 
duced under the hand ofthe said Thomas Budd, being 
of the same import with the deposition of the aforesaid 
Francis Stephens. 


good and merchantable wheat, at 4s. 6d. 
goed and merchantable Rye, at 3s. 64, 

“Ordered, that the Shreife take into his custody the 
bedy of David Lewis upon suspition of treason, as also 
the body of Robert Cloud for concealing the same; for 
that he the said Robert Cloud being attested before this 
court, declared that upon the 3d day of the weeke be- 
fore Christmas last att the house of George Foreman, 
the said David Lewis did declare in his hearing that he 
was accused for being concerned with the Duke of 
Monmouth inthe West Country. 

Robert Dyer became security that his servant David 
Lewis shall appear at the next Provincial court held at 
Philadelphia ye 10th day of ye 2d moneth, 1686,to an- 
swer the premises.” 

10th moneth, 1686. “James Saunderlaine for himself 
his heirs aeons doe premise this court a conveni- 
, : Tega 4 ., | ent peece of land in ye towne of Chester where the 
Thomas W allis gave in his evidence before the said nies . aca die tae and prison, and to make a Prasad 


Thomas Budd, and testifyed under the hand of the said | title of th 
Thomas Budd, of the same import with the aforesaid Ju- sauna ee re 


cith Noble’s testimony. a2 

Another examination of notorious circumstances, ofa) «tt 
stranger who lay at the said Anderson’s, taken by Mah- ter, ye 7th day meee or county. of Chas 
lon Stacy a magistrate at the Falls, and signifyed under| “The Grand Jury, present Thomas Celborne of this 


his hand. ; ; : : 
Verdict.—The jury bring in the prisoner not guilty, | cor eae sive isi aborting 


and thereupon by order of court is discharged. endian 
ae * This place is subsequently written “Amos-land” in 
“Overseers for the High Wayes nominated and elect- | the Road Records.—-It is believed the present name is 
ed at the court, March 14th 1681, for one year next en- | “Ridley,” 
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John Blunstone made over a deed for one acre of land | 


in the township of Darby to builda meeting house 
thereon for the use of the said township furever te ex- 
ercise the true worship of God therein. 

7th month 1687.‘‘Richard Crosby being summoned to 
appear at this court to answer the complaint of our Sov- 
ereigne lord the king and the cheife proprietary for be- 
ing drunk and committing other misdemeanours+was 
for the same indickted. The grand inquest find the 
bill. 


ist month, 1689-90. John Simcocke Junr. in open 
court declared that he was overtaken with drinke~sve 
was ordered te pay his fine which was three shillings. 


The Grand Inquest present Isaac Brickshaw for de- 
faming John Simcocks, one of the peoples representa- 
tives in Counsel, in these words: that he was drunk at 
last court at Chester the 5th of December; whereupon 
he is called to the barr where he makes his appearance 
and puts himself upon the mercy of the king and goy- 


William Goford being attested, declareth that Rich-| erner, Judgement is granted that he is to.be bound to 


ard Crosby being much in drink challenged the Sweads 
or English or any other man att cudgelis, wrasling, or 
any other such violent exercise; and furthermore did 
strike him upon the head, and did trip up his hecles 
twice, and yt he heard him say ye Sweads were rogues | 
and did take part with the Indians. John Clue being 
attested as aforesaid declareth the same. 

Johannes Friend being attested as aforesaid declareth 
that he heard Richard Crosby call the Sweads rogues, 
and that they did take part with ye Indians against ye 
English. 

Before the petty jury went out upon the cause, he 
submitting himself unto the court was fined 5s. and or- 
dered to pay court charges and soe to be acquitted.” 

“The grand inquest presented a bill against Elias 
Keach for speaking false news contrary to law—remitt- 
ed, he doing so no more.” 

‘*Phe grand inquest presentments. We of ye grand 
Inquest for the county of Chester this 4th day ye 10th 
month in ye year 1688, do present as felloweth: 

Imps. We present William Coblett of Concord, for 
travelling upon ye road on ye first day of ye weeke be- 
ing ye 2ist of ye 8th month in ye year 1688, with a yoake 
of oxen and a wayne and a horse or mare before them. 
{This is the first notice of a breach of the Sabbath, on 
the records.) 

We likewise present the road betwixt Geerge Woll- 
ards fence and Jonathan Hayeses for being not passable. 

We likewise present the township of Chester for want 


of afoot bridge over Chester creek by William Wood- 
mansees. 


his good behavior, and to set up a paper of what his 
crime was. And likewise, Henry Barns was ordered to 
find suretyes for his good bebavior, and to put up his 
paper. — 

8th Mo.1691. We of the Grand Jury, present Hen- 
ry Barnes, Joyner, of this county, for that about Mid- 
night last he did sweare several oaths contrary to ye 
good and whelsome Laws of this province in that case 
made and provided. ‘ 

We alsoe present Edward Eglinton for breaking of 
ye stocks in the Towne of Chester, and unlawfully let- 
ting out a prisoner, against ye peace of the King and 
Queen, ke, CALEB PUSEY, Foreman. 


7th Mo. 1692. We of the Grand Inquest dee present 
ye great want ofa Prison. We doalso present Richard 
‘Thompson for ranging ye woods and for ye taking up 


of horses, saying he was Manger: but we find him not 
fitt for that honest trust. 


7th Merch, 1692. John Maddock was called to the 
Bar to answer to a presentment of ye Grand Inquest for 
abusing John Simcock and John Bristow, two of ye King 
and Queen’s Justices of ye peace, in calling of them a 
pack of Rogues—and ye Jury was called, and ye said 
Maddock, did then in open Court still affirm that ye said 
parties was two of ye greatest Rogues that ever came 
into America: Whereupon ye Court gave judgment that 
he pay a fine of five pounds and cost of suit. The said 
Maddock was also fined 5s. for swearing. 


1st Mo. 1693. John Clews and Elinor Arme, now his 


We likewise present John Wickham of Chichester | wife, was called to the Barto answer to a presentment 


for having clippings of money which he owned to be 
bis. 


of the Grand Jury for committing ****; who pleaded 
guilty, and submitted themselves to the Court—where- 


We alsoe present James Stanfield of Marple for selling | spon the Court gave Judgment. that the parties shall 


a mare and colt that was none of his oewne.” 


1689. “John Maddocke of the township of Ridley, 

being convicted before John Simcocke and John Bris- | 
tow ter speaking and uttering scandalous and dishonora- 
ble words against ye life, person and government of ye 
chiefe proprietory Wm. Penne, Esq. as alsoe against ye | 
life and person of his present governor John Blackwell, | 





Esq. was for the same by them committed and att this | 
court indickted. The grand inquest find the bill-- | 
whereupon he is called to ye barr and puts himself 
upon ye mercy of the king and governor; upon 
which he is fined £5, to ye use of ye chiefe proprietory | 
and to pay all court charges,” | 
On the 27th of the 6th mo. 1689—A case of crim-con 
came before the court; the parties having confessed 
themselves guilty of the charge were presented by the 
Grand Inquest, “upou which they are both called to the 
bar, where they made their appearance, and upon her 
further confession and submission a jury of women, 
whose names are under written ordered to inspect.”— 
The names of the Jury impannelled 
Lydia Wade, Elizabeth Musgrove, 
Sarah Usher, Mary Bayliss, 
Hester Rawlence, Elizabeth Hastings, 
Mary Carter, Mary Little, 
Jane Haukes, Jane Moulder, 
Mary Hodskins, Anne Saunderlaine. 
“They make return that they cannot find she is ( as 
charged) neither be they sure she is not.” [The case 
is recorded at full length on the records of this date.} 





| pay a fine of fifty shillings down, or give good security 


to the Sheriff to pay it within six months; and that the 
said Elinor shall stand at the common whipping post for 
one quarter of an hour, with a paper upon her breast 
thus—“I heare stand for an Example to all others, for 
committing the most wicked and notorious Sin of ****.” 


Chester ye 2d of October, 1695. Wee the grand Jury 


| by the King’s authority finding that the county is indept 
| by the accounts that the last Grand Jury presented, that 


the County Tresurer is out of purse and others in the 
consarns of the county charge, and that the prison is not 
yet finished, and several wolf’s heads to pay for: We 
the Grand Inquest have taken it into our consideration 
to lay an Aseasement upon the county for to pay the 
Judges expenses which is to be payd to Joseph Wood, 
Sheriff of Chester County, and what was disburst by 
the said Tresurer of said County consarning the build 

ing of the Prison, and to finish the said county prison 
with as much expedition as may be, and the said levie 
to be raised as followeth on all Reall and personall Es- 
teetes att one penny per pound, and three shillings per 
head freemen: (viz.) Every acre of cleared land and be- 
ing in tillage att one pound per acre, and for every hun- 
dred acres of Ruf land by the river at ten pounds per 
hundred, and for every hundred acres in the woods at 
five pounds per hundred; for all horses and mares from 
3 years ould and upwards att S pounds; for every colt 
one year ould and upwards 20 shillings; for all cows 
and oxen from $ years ould and upwards 2£ 10s.; for all 
cattle one year ould and upwards att one pound; for all 

sheepe a year ould and upwards, at six shillings a peece; 
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for all meale negroes from 16 years ould and upwards to 


A tent Nine 
= sessentinessnnoeaneene—agaiennenseensineesneent 


der his feet; and also prophaine sweareing at the same 


sixty, at 25 pounds per negroe; for all femeale negroes | time, and for threatning my death several times. 


from 16 years ould to 60, att 20 pounds per negroe; for 
Chester mill att 100 pounds; Joseph Coebarn att 50 
pounds; Darby mill Att 100 pounds; hartford mill att 20 
pounds; Concord millat 10 pounds; Jasper Yeats for his 
Esteate and calling 200 pounds; Caleb Pusye for his es- 
teate and calling 100 pounds; Jeremiah Kollett for his 
esteate and calling 30 pounds; Nathaniel Newlin for his 
calling 20 pounds; All ordinary keepers for their cal- 
lings 20 pounds; for all handecrafts that follow noe plan- 
tations for calling, 3 shillings apeece. Subscribed by 
us this present Grand Inquest. 


“Chester County, December the 10th, 1695. We the 
Grand Jury by the King’s authority, Presents Patrick 
Kelly and Judith Buller for marrying against the Law 
iu that case made and provided in this province the 2d 
of December: John Stedman prosecutor, Walter Mar- 
tin, Foreman. The court orders that they be brought 
to the next court to answer the same, and that they 
marry again in the mean time according to law.” | 


—_————_——————_ 


Joseph Edge” (Constable.) 
(For which he was fined 40 shillings and charges.) 


“Edgmont, the sith of the fifth moneth, 1699. Wee 
whose names are underwritten, summoned and attested 
by the coroner to view the body of Sarah Baker, have- 
ing made strict enquiry and alsoe had what evidences 
could be found, attested to what they know and wee can 
can find noe other but that it pleased almighty God to 
vissit her with death by the force of Thunder; and to 
this we all unanimously agree. Subscribed with our 
names the day and year above written. 

Thomas Worrilaw, Robert Pemrell, John Worrall, 
Joseph Baker, William Coebourne, Peter Triggo, E- 
phraim Jackson, David Ogden, Thomas Bowater, Wil- 
liam Gregory, Charles Whitaker, John Turner. Appro- 
ved by me Jacob Simcocke, Coroner,” 


‘Chester, ye 24 of the 12th month, 1701-2. We of the 
Grand Jury for the body of this county having duly con- 
sidered and adjusted an Accompt of charges contracted 


Chester County, December ye 11th, 1695. Wee the | by running a circular Line deviding this county from the 
Grand Inquest by the King’s authorijy, Presents Robert | county of New Castel, and setling the boundarys; and 
Heman of Chichester, for practising Geomancy accord: | having duly and deliberately debated every article of 
ing to Hidon, and Divining by a Stick. Walter Martin, | said accompt, do allow of the sum of twenty six pounds 
Foreman.” | nine shillings as debt due to be paid by this county for 

March 10, 1695-6. **Rebert Roman was called toan- | said work. James Cowper, Foreman.” 
swer the presentment of the Grand Jury the last court; | September 27th, 1709. ‘Chester, ss. The Grand In- 
he appeared and submits himself to the Bench. The | quest for our Lady the Queen, upon their solemn affir- 
erder of court is, that he shall pay five pound for a fine | mations do present that Frances, wife of Jolin Wade, of 
and all charges, and never practise the Arts; but belave Chester in the county of Chester, yeoman, the third day 
himself well for the future; and he promised so to doe | of July in the eighth year of the Reign of our said Lady 
—Whereupon he is discharged for this time.” Anne of Great Brittain, France, and Ireland, Queen, 


re | Defender of the Faith, &c. with force and arms, &c. at 
December 11,1695. “Wee the Grand Inquest by the | cy es:er afores’d in the county afores’d, in aid upon one 


King’s authority, Presents these following Books, Hid- | Mary Roads, against the peace of God and sd Lady the 


on’s Temple of Wisdom which teaches Geemancy, and Queen, then and there being an assault did make, and 
Scot’s Discovery of Witchcraft, and Cornelias Agrippa’s | hor the sd Mary then and there did beat, wound and e- 
Teaching Negramancy. Walter Martin, Foreman.— | villy intreat, so that of ber life it was greatly dispaired, 
The court orders that as many of said Books as can be’... other harms to her the said Mary then and thcre 
found be brought to the next court.”’ | did, against the peace of our sd Lady the Queen, her 
“Chester, ye 8th of the 10th month, 1696. Wee of the | Crown and Dignity, &c. Srmcocx, clk. 
Grand Inquest doe present R— C— for abuseing some | _ Indorsed, Mary Roads, Prosecuter, Jur’t Abigail Hol- 
of the magistrates of this county att the house of James | en affirmed, and Anne Fife, Jur’t Evidences. 
Cooper in Darby, by calling of them knaves, and partic- | Billa vera. 
slaty j— «as he the. said C— called the sald Jus- | “The afores’d Frances, wife of the afores’d John 
tice B— knave & rogue, adding he was one that hyd bo’t | Wade, being called to answer the sd Indictm’t appear- 
and sold us; and calling many of the Inhabitants beg- | ed and pleads Guilty, and submits to the mercy of the 
garly Dogs and fooles; saying that he and his son knew , court; whereupon it's considered by the court here that 
more of the mathematical arts than any of us all—pre- | she is fined the sum of Five shillings curr’t mony of Pen- 
tending he could tell fortunes,and who had stole goods, | silvania, paying which and costs, &c. she is discharged. 
and describe where they was.” a 


4th Month, 1697. William Colles being attested, de- | 
clareth that he heard the said C —— call all the Grand | 
Jury all perjured Rouges, and that he would prove | Mint oF tar Unitep States, 
them soe and that he would a a =u = Pritaperrara, 26th January, 1880, 
en, before he had done. John Childe being attested, | j ‘ ; a 
Seeheonth yt what the above named William Colles ate | _Sin—Conformably eg general eed an 
tested'was the Truth to the best of his knowledge, ex- | Treasury Departavent, assays have been made of the fol- 


\ i i i t It yhich i ot. 
cepting the word Rouges he could not so well remem- filly Someinea the result of which is now respec 
ber. 


Goin Corns. 
December, 1697, ‘‘Wee of the Grand Inquest of the| From the Assayer’s report, it appears that the gold 


county of Chester, Present Edward Bezer and Jeane | coins of Great Britain contain 22 parts of fine gold in 24 
Collett for being unlawfully married about the 13th of| parts; those of Portugal 21 31-32 parts of fine gold in 
the ninth month last, 1697. George Pearce, Foreman. | 24 parts; those of France 21 10-16 parts of fine gold in 
Edward Bezer came into the court and prefered a pe- | 24 parts; and those of Spain 21 parts of fine gold in 24 
tition, and declared it was throw Ignnorance—and the | parts. 
court considering of the same, ordered thathe pay the) {he value per pennyweight of the gold coins of G. 
charges of this court, and to make his address to the Britain, deduced from the above assay, is, like that of the 
Governour.” ' gold coins of the U. States, 88 88-100 cents; and that of 
“Chester, the fifth day of the third month, 1699. 1) the gold coins of Portugal 88 76-100 cents; that of the 
present Henry Barns for calling our Governour Penn a/| gold coins of France 87 57-100 cents; and that of the 
Rouge, and said that if he were heare he would abuse | gold coins of Spain 84 84-100 cents. 
him as ill as ever he did any man heare; and said heca-! The above values are conformable to the general re- 
red no more for Constable nor Justices than the dirt un-' sults of former assays, except in regard to the gold coins 
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of Spain, in relation to which, evegulerition have, not | It is 2. 3 the number of ioe from the freezing of 


unfrequently been noticed before. 


This assay was of | water, to that degree of cold wherein Mercury ceases 


the nae of 1824, the latest that has been obtained | to be a fluid. 


for trial. It indicates a value per pennyweight about 
halfa cent higher than the general estimate founded on 
an average of former assays, which may be stated at 84 
28-100 cents. 

Sirver Corns. 

Spanish milled dollars appear, by the Assayer’s re- 
port, to contain 10 ounces, 15 pennyweights, 12 grains 
of fine silver in 12 ounces. 

Standard silver ef the United States contains 10 oun- 
ces, 14 penny-weights, 4 5-13 grains of fine silverin 12 
ounces, and, according to the weight, denomination and 
value of our silver coins, as established by law, is worth 
115 38-100 cents per ounce. 

The value per ounce of the Spanish milled dollars as 
deduced from the above assay thereof is 116 1-10 cents. 
Their value by tale, according to the average weight of 
those coins hitherto deposited at the Mint, may be esti- 
mated at nearly 100 cents 3 mills, the value stated in my 
last report. 

lam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL MOORE. 

Hon. S. D. Ineuam, 

Secretary ef the Treasury. 
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The Weather.—Sunday last (28th Feb. ) was a beauti- 
ful spring day. On Monday night it commenced snow 
ing, and centinued all day on Tuesday, until it attained 
to the depth of several inches. The sleighs continued 
to run until Tharsday, when they ceased—a thaw hay- 
ing taken place. 





Braver, February 12. 

On the 6th inst. at 7 o’clock in the evening, the ther- 
mometer stood at 16 degrees below 0, and as it was at 
6 degrees the evening before, I presume it was the cold- 
est night ever known in Pennsylvania. However, if any 
one should have an account of one colder, I should be 
pleased to know when it was. In 1787 and 1788 it was 
at 5 and 6 below in Philadelphia, and I have myself sev- 
eral winters observed it at about the same—and have 
frequently felt the effects of cold as much as on this | 
morning,(the 6th,) which may convince us that there 1s | 


™ 








} 


so much depending upon our exposure and the state of | 


the body, that we are incapable of ascertaining to any 


certainty, without a thermometer, the degrees of cold, 


February, 5, 7 o’clock, rpm _ 6° below 0 
Do 6, 7 do am 16 do 
Do 8 do rm 8 do 
Do 10 do rem 10 do 
Do 11 do rpm 9 do 
Do in a do am 4 do 
Do 1 do rpm 20 above 0 
Do 6 do Pm 17 do 
Do _ F. do am “5 below 0 
Do 4 do ep m 20 above 0 
Do ~~ wo do am 5 below 0 
Do i do rm 37 above 0 

Fallston, 1830. A. W. T. 
Argus. 





SILKS EXPORTED FROM CANTON. 


At a time when the subject of silk is exciting so 
much attention, we presume the fullowing table (for 
which we are indebted to a mercantile friend, who re- 
ceived it from Canton, ) will be feund interesting. 
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